
AGC Nebraska Building Chapter        2019 LEGISLATIVE BILLS OF INTEREST—EXECUTIVE SUMMARIES                       As of 2-18-19 

LB20 Briese Require voter approval of public building commission bonds.  Government Committee; Hearing 1-24-19.  This is similar 
or may be same bill introduced in 2018.    

LB30 Kolterman Change and eliminate provisions under the Professional Landscape Architects Act.  Government Committee; Hearing   
1-25-19.  It changes language of definitions, description of practice, duties, make-up of the Board, licensing 
process/procedures and penalties for non-compliance.  Basically, tightening up and protecting their professional status. 
Sec. 81-8, 206 Sec. (2) (3) (4)- on pgs. 18-19 line 18-31 and 3-16 provide exemptions as in previous Act.  To best of my 
knowledge this bill will not affect us.             

LB65 Groene Authorize a licensing exception under the State Electrical Act.  General Affairs Committee; Hearing 1-28-19 
Carve out exemption to Electrical Licensing Act to allow directional boring contractors to install conduit under direct 
supervision of Class A or B Master or Journeyman Electrician employed by electrical contractor.  Adv to E/R  

LB95 Wayne Change applicability provisions for building codes.  Urban Affairs Committee; Hearing: 2-12-19 
This is very similar to Sen. Wayne’s 2018 Bill that we supported.  It defines “state and state agency” owned building or 
structures and states that for those built or renovated after 1-1-20 would be built to the building codes of where 
located if local codes met or exceeded the state building code.  This bill adds that fees, if any for services which 
monitor a state agency’s application of local codes shall be negotiated between state and local city/village which is 
responsible for compliance.     SUPPORT  

LB96 Wayne Change local building code provisions.  Urban Affairs Committee; Hearing 2-12-19             
This also is similar the Sen. Wayne’s 2018 bill.  If no building code is in place in a city, town, village, the State building 
code will apply.  We supported this bill last year.  SUPPORT  

LB99 Wayne Change requirements of the Prompt Payment Act.  Government Committee; Hearing: 2-20-19 
Defines “small business” for purposes of this bill.  Bill would provide that a qualified small business would receive 
payment from state agency in 15 days from receipt of invoice rather than current 45-days under the Prompt Payment 
Act. In 2018 this would apply to GC’s under $36.5M and SC under $15M in annual volume.  Last year we “monitored” 
this bill after Sen. Wayne had thought we would likely support it.  I shared with him our thoughts that a 30-day pay for 
everyone might be a helpful solution for all size businesses and it would align with federal payments. OPPOSE  

LB107 Dorn Change provisions relating to city and village plumbing boards and change a penalty.  Urban Affairs; Hearing 2-5-19 
A wording clean-up bill.    
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LB130 DeBoer Adopt radon resistant new construction requirements.  Urban Affairs; Hearing 2-12-19  
This bill language comes out of the work of the Radon New Construction Task Force recommendations for minimum 
standards.  You may recall that in 2016-17 sessions we had to trade our souls to get 2 commercial contractor 
representatives on this committee.  The Governor’s office did call and ask specifically who we wanted the Governor to 
appoint.  Chuck Richter (large volume contractor) and Keith Moje (small volume contractor) represented commercial 
construction on the taskforce that met in late 2017 and early 2018.  Sec. 76-3505 on p.10 line 19-26 covers new 
commercial construction and basically states “new construction after effective date of act shall NOT be required to use 
radon resistant new construction if (1) the project utilizes the design of an engineer or architect registered ………”.  
SUPPORT  

 

LB139 Kolterman 
Change provisions relating to a data base of contractors under the Contractor Registration Act.  Bus & Labor 
Committee; Hearing 1-28.  This will not ask for additional info from contractor at time of registration, but rather 
display more of the information on the NDOL Registered Contractors web site.  Added info to the site will include; 
does contractor carry WC insurance; is contractor self-insured in accordance with NE WC Act; is contractor not 
required to carry WC.    NEUTRAL & MONITOR         Adv to E/R 

LB151 Brewer 
Adopt the Government Neutrality in Contracting Act.  Government Committee; Hearing 2-20. 
The Act provides for the efficient procurement of goods and service by governmental units and to promote the 
economical, nondiscriminatory completion of publicly-funded construction projects.  The bill ensures that all RFPs, 
bid specifications, or any other controlling document for public contracts does not include: terms that requires, 
prohibits, etc. bidders/contractors from entering into or adhering to agreements with a labor organization; or a term 
that discriminates against bidders/contractors based on status as party or nonparty to or refusal to enter into an 
agreement with a labor organization relating to a project.  Sen. Smith intro about same bill in 2012/2017, so maybe 
third time is the charm. SUPPORT 
 

LB204 Briese 
Require approval of voters for bonds under the Interlocal Cooperation Act.  Revenue Committee; hearing date 1-24-
19 

LB254 McCollister 
Adopt the Fair Chance Hiring Act.  Business & Labor; hearing 2-4.  This is like “ban-the-box” legislation offered in 
prior years to prohibit most employers and employment agencies from requesting upfront that a gob applicant 
disclose info regarding his/her criminal record or history.  Would apply to employers of 15 or more people.  
NEUTRAL & MONITOR             On General File 
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LB272 Morfeld Adopt the Apprenticeship Training Program Tax Credit Act.  Revenue Committee; Hearing 2-1-19 
Provides for nonrefundable credits against the income tax imposed on taxpayers who employ one or more apprentices 
as part of a qualified apprenticeship training program in amount equal to one-dollar of credit to hour worked by 
apprentice, not to exceed $2,000 per apprentice.  The bill authorizes a total of $2.5 million in total credits per year.  One 
snag, qualifying programs must be administered by trustees. I asked Sen. to take out administrative requirement by 
trustee.  He agreed to amend it out so we SUPPORT with said AMENDMENT   

LB301 Lowe Transfer duties under the Boiler Inspection Act, the Nebraska Amusement Ride Act, and the Conveyance Safety Act 
from the Department of Labor to the State Fire Marshal. Business & Labor Committee; hearing 1-28-19     
Adv to E/R 

LB310 Vargas Change procedures for tax credits under the Nebraska Job Creation and Mainstreet Revitalization Act. 
Revenue Committee; hearing 2-13-19.  Bill deals with calculating and approval of credits, issue of certificates and the 
timing or agreed upon time it takes.  FYI   

LB348 Quick Adopt changes to the state building code.  Urban Affairs; hearing date 2-12-19.  To change state building code from 
2012 to 2018.  This is the second run on this on as well.  I believe home builders shut it down last time.  We stayed 
neutral on it last time.  NEUTRAL & MONITOR 

LB405 Hunt Adopt updates to building and energy codes.  Urban Affairs Committee; hearing date 2-12-19.  Adopts the 2018 
editions of the IBC, IRC, International Energy Conservation Code. Requires a county, city, or village to notify the State 
Energy Office if it amends or modifies its local building or construction code in such a way as to delete any portion of 
(a) chapter 13 of the 2018 edition of the IBC or (b) chapter 11 of the 2018 edition of the IRC.  The notification shall be 
made within 30-days after the adoption of such amendment or modification.  Requires any county, city, or village may 
adopt and enforce a local energy code that is deemed equivalent to the Nebraska Energy Code.  Currently, they are 
required to adopt and enforce a lighting and thermal efficiency ordinance, resolution, code, or standard deemed 
equivalent to the Nebraska Energy Code.  NEUTRAL & MONITOR 

LB409  Kolowski  Adopt design standards for health care facilities.  Committee-Urban Affairs; hearing date 2-12-19.  To adopt the 
2018 Guidelines for Design & Construction for Hospitals; same for Outpatient Facilities and same for Residential 
Health, Care, & Support Facilities published by the Facility Guidelines Institute for the construction, renovation and 
restoration/repair of any health care facility after effective date as determined by Health Department.  Currently, 
guidelines are covered through Rules and Regulations administered by Health and Human Services and follow the 
2001 Standards published by AIA Chpts. 7,10,11  NEUTRAL & MONITOR 
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LB462 Friesen Change provisions of the One-Call Notification System Act.  Trans/Tele Committee; hearing date: 2-11-19.  The 
bill establishes, defines purpose and details for board of directors under the rules/regs to be established by State 
Fire Marshal. Defines term “locator” and “ticket” for purpose of Act.  Establishes a licensing process of locators by 
Fire Marshal and only those licensed may perform underground facility location activities.  Establishes an appeal 
process and a dispute resolution board to hear/rule on appeal.  Board will have five members; 2 excavator 
members, 2 operator members and 1 employee of State Fire Marshal’s office.  Establishes civil penalties for 
violations to Act.   WE WILL FOLLOW THE LEAD OF NUCA ON THIS.  We SUPPORTED 

LB513 Briese Change requirements for the issuance of certain school district bonds.  Education Committee; hearing date TBD.  If 
district has made up of at least 75% of district valuation is agricultural/horticultural land there must be an affirmative 
60% vote to pass bonds.  All other districts stay at 50%. 

LB577 Vargas Provide additional powers to the Commissioner of Labor related to investigations under and violations of the Employee 
Classification Act.  Business & Labor Committee; hearing 3-15-19.  Give Commissioner of Labor the power to 
expedite an investigation and order a cease work order when the safety and well-being of the public is at risk.  
NEUTRAL, BUT MAY CHANGE TO OPPOSE 

LB527 Bolz Adopt the Customized Job Training Act.  Business and Labor; hearing date 2-4-19.  The Act creates the training fund by 
collecting the first .06 of 1% of all state unemployment insurance taxes.  The fund is administered by DED.  To use the 
training funds (via a grant application process and then using a prescribed training provider) an employer would need 
to funding training programs that create new jobs paying at least 100% of statewide average wage.   

LB648 Wayne Change the Community Development Law.  Urban Affairs Committee; hearing 3-5-19.  This is TIF bill this year.  It is 
the bill that puts the process for implementing redevelopment plans for extremely blighted areas into place.  Extremely 
blighted  area was defined in last year’s legislation.  This bill is unconstitutional unless LR14CA is passed first.  This is 
what it “looks like” when LR14CA is in place.  Under the bill an authority could not prepare a redevelopment plan that 
would divide ad valorem taxes for a period of more than 15 years unless the governing body of the city has, by 
resolution adopted after public hearings, declared more than 50% of the property in redev project area to be an 
extremely blighted area in need of redev.  This bill will not move anywhere until next year and possibly amended into 
another bill.  It just all depends on LR14CA.   

LR14CA Wayne Constitutional amendment to authorize municipalities to pledge property taxes for up to twenty years if more than 
one-half of the property in a redevelopment project is extremely blighted.   
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LB720 Kolterman Adopt the ImagiNE Nebraska Act and provide tax incentives.  Revenue Committee; hearing date TBD.  There are 22 co-
sponsors on this bill as of now, across-aisle.  This bill would replace the Nebraska Advantage Act which expires in 2020.  
It seems to have broad support from DED to all major Chambers.  It’s goal is to attract well-paying jobs (H3) and 
investment from business already here and bring in out-of-state companies.  Bill will encourage better investments, 
jobs, and reporting, plus more transparency in process.  It will accelerate and simplify the distribution of incentives and 
application process, increase “net present value” of tax credits and allow everyone to build greater relationships to lead 
to greater investments.  The bill has 90 pages to cover all details and processes.   

 

Tax Bills to watch that will affect construction and development:  Everyone in industry will want to be aware of these. 

LB103 Linehan Change provisions relating to property tax requests.  Would automatically reduce levies of taxing entities as valuations 
increase. In other words, if valuations increase 20%, the corresponding levies would decrease by 20%. The elected 
board of any taxing entity can vote to raise the levy, but they must vote. Consequently, they cannot take more money 
without voting to do so.    This bill, is passed, would be very detrimental to younger developments and SID.  May also 
discourage development.  Again, not conducive to development/construction projects.   

LB276 McCollister Change provisions relating to the taxation of income from certain small business corporations and limited liability 
companies. Will drastically affect the tax situation of a fair number of Nebraska manufacturers and distributors.  The tax 
change would be enough to make them to relocate businesses to other states, rather than expanding 
(building/renovating facilities) in Nebraska.   

 

  

https://nebraskalegislature.gov/bills/view_bill.php?DocumentID=37565
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/bills/search_by_introducer.php?Introducer=126
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/bills/view_bill.php?DocumentID=36871
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/bills/search_by_introducer.php?Introducer=155
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/bills/view_bill.php?DocumentID=37493
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/bills/search_by_introducer.php?Introducer=125


FYI:  Revenue Bills that involve expanding sales tax to services in some way: oppose both (working through coalitions of others on tax bills) 

LB314 Briese Referral Adopt the Remote Seller Sales Tax Collection Act and change revenue and taxation provisions 

LB507 Briese Referral Impose sales tax on certain services and eliminate sales tax exemptions 

LB497 Friesen Referral Adopt the School District Property Tax Authority Act and change revenue and taxation provisions.  

According to the media LB497 is the most popular tax bill addressing different issues right now—very early in process, lots of discussion and options 
still to be heard in Revenue committee.   

 

FYI:  Workforce Training Bills all introduced on Day #10   

LB604 Lindstrom Authorize High-Wage Jobs and Capital Investment Creation Fund entities and provide grants, loans, and economic 
assistance to such entities.  This is more of Economic Development bill. 

LB639 Stinner Adopt the H3 Careers Scholarship Act 

LB644 McDonnell Adopt the Nebraska Workforce Diploma Act 

LB667 Vargas Adopt the Youth Opportunities in Learning and Occupations Act 

LB670 Linehan Adopt the Opportunity Scholarships Act and provide tax credits 

LB714 Crawford Adopt the Nebraska Industrial New Job-training Act and authorize the transfer of certain withholding taxes 

 

FYI:  Labor Law – All Employers--  

LB305 Crawford Adopt the Healthy and Safe Families and Workplaces Act.  Business and Labor; hearing date 2-4-19.  This establishes a 
paid-leave mandate to give at least one hour of paid “sick and safe time” for every 30 hours worked.  Under this act, 
starting on the 60th day of employment, paid leave would be authorized for a list of reasons—click link to read.  Private 
employers with 4 or more employees would be affected.  Government entities would not be covered by this act.   

LB311 Crawford Adopt the Paid Family and Medical Leave Insurance Act. Business and Labor Committee; hearing date 2-4-19.  This is a 
repeat of what we have seen introduced each session the last few years.  Click link for a review.   
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